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ANNOTATION 

The purpose of the study covered in this article is a brief analysis of the influence of three - 

biological, psychological and social characteristics of the language on the speaker's speech. 

The article uses comparative and statistical analysis methods. The findings and rules of the 

study can be used in conversational practice classes, as well as special courses and seminars 

on lexicology and sociolinguistics. Based on the results of this research, practical 

recommendations for the selection and collection of teaching materials in the teaching of 

dialogic speech can be developed. The concluding part of the article is that, unlike biological 

and psychological factors with universal characteristics, social factors are not only dynamic 

and dynamic in appearance, but also crucial. This thesis can explain the fact that the speech-

gender difference noted by all linguists is inversely related to the stage of development of a 

society: the higher the level of social development of a society, the more pronounced the 

gender difference in the language it serves. 
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With the recognition of the evidence of gender differentiation in the speech process, the 

problem of the relevant influence of the three - biological, psychological and social 

characteristics of the language on the speech of the speaker directly arose. 

The first characteristic primarily defines the difference in pronunciation: the pronunciation of 

men / women is distinguished by the timbre of the voice, the pace of speech, the character of 

pauses, the length of vowels. During experiments in the 70s, it was proved that the length and 

mass of the vocal cords in men are greater than those of women, which is reflected in the 

lower pitch of men's speech compared to women's speech. Differences in the point of view of 

men and women, which are related to "nature itself, which made men and women different", 

also include the strong emotionality of women. 

Perhaps the biological and psychological characteristics of language are fixed and universal 

factors that are interconnected with the differences in the speech of men and women in any 

group. 

Psychological characteristics 

Since mental activity is inseparable from the mechanisms of social determination, it is 

appropriate to consider psychological characteristics as one of the socially interconnected 

causes of male/female variation in languages. 

Psychological peculiarities are clearly manifested in pronunciation, in the intonation 

formation of thought: in the language of the Nambiquar tribe of the Indeets in the north of 

Brazil, voiceless vowels are pronounced with additional breathing, women deliberately 
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remove this peculiarity in speech, sometimes changing this word beyond recognition. Such 

pronunciation is associated with women's behavior and flirting. 

Yu. S. According to Stepanov, the peculiarities of pronunciation in Russian, English, and 

French languages maintain a significant division in male and female variants. For example, in 

the French feminine variant, some oui-form words, imperatives, etc. pronounced by women 

not on exhalation, but on inhalation, and partly also in Russian - old women's "Da-da-da!" si. 

N. S. Trubetskoy notes that such a way of pronunciation is not physiologically 

predetermined, it is conditional, women emphasize their weakness and femininity in front of 

men in this way: "... this is simply evident from the fact that in some women she deliberately 

expresses her femininity only in a particularly businesslike speech It appears when the need 

to distinguish arises. On careful observation, such conditional differences between male and 

female pronunciation can be detected in probably any language; A detailed description of the 

phonological system of a language should always be taken into account. 

We note that this comment was made more than half a century ago, but, of course, it is 

relevant. About intonation tools in female speech E. A. Zemskaya writes: "The gamut of 

intonation colors used by women is very rich: it is both tonal shading (change), and changes 

in high pitches, and strong stretching of vowels. In other words, women tend to be artistic in 

speech, while men's speech is more graphic. The mentioned specific features are 

characteristic of the speech of a "stressed business" woman. 

The specific characteristics of men and women are also manifested at the lexical stage: 

differentiation in the implementation of the principle of politeness in the language, emotional 

differences of male and female characters, etc. These issues are discussed in detail in the 

second chapter. 

In conclusion, it can be said that the reasons for the existence of the considered male / female 

variation are directly related to the communicative competence of the speaker's position.  

Methodology and methods of studying the problem 

The development of sociolinguistics methods is complicated by the interdisciplinary 

character of research, which implies the interaction and interdependence of social and 

linguistic phenomena. 

A. D. According to Schweitzer, in order to solve a specific sociolinguistic problem, the 

researcher needs to rely on two main methods: 

a) methods of collecting sociolinguistic data (various methods of observation, interviewing 

informants, experiments, etc., all of which can be collectively called field research 

techniques); 

b) methods of sociolinguistic analysis (processing of primary material). 

It is known that each study consists of a specific test of the unquestionable correctness of a 

certain theoretical assumption. The specific tasks of the research were determined on the 

basis of the following theoretical problems: the data obtained by other authors on the problem 

of gender differentiation of speech in different languages were checked on the basis of the 

French language material. 

The main method of field research was questionnaires of native speakers: the questionnaires 
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consisted of 7 tasks. 15 men and 15 women participated in the experiment: 8 men and 8 

women under 25 years of age, 7 men and 7 women over 25 years of age (residents of Paris). 

Direct data collection was complicated by the fact that the field research (observation, 

interviewing, testing) had a ring-like character, so that in some cases the materials collected 

by the French authors were taken for analysis, but new research tasks were placed on top of 

it. So, for example, in the study of the speech-gender problem in children's age, recordings of 

spontaneous (spontaneous) speech of 9-10-year-old children made by the French center 

KREDIF were used. 

"The text is one of the main sources of information for almost all areas of linguistics. In this 

sense, sociolinguistics, which extracts very different information from the text, is no 

exception." 

In the collection of materials, due to their universality, we have widely used the texts of 

fiction: novels and poems by French authors (total number of 26). In addition, interview 

materials from the most famous French magazines "Elle", "Paris Match", "Femme actuelle", 

"Madame Figaro" were analyzed. 

Specific features of male and female speech behavior French language textbooks for 

foreigners: "Le français accéléré (G. Mauger, M. Bruézière); "Le nouveau sans frontières" 

(Michèle Verdelhan, Michel Verdelhan, Ph. Dominique, J. Girardet); Based on "Cours de 

langue et de civilization française" (G. Mauger), studied in mixed dialogues. A collection of 

caricatures dedicated to women by French authors "La femme dans la caricature française" 

(G. Kahn) served as research material.  

In the study of gender role stereotypes, "Dictionnaire des locutions françaises" (Rat, 1957), 

"Nouveau dictionnaire des synonymes" (1977), "Dictionnaire des synonymes, analogies et 

antonymes" (Boussinot, 1981), "Dictionnaire marabout des synonymes" (Jounes , 1981), 

"Petit Robert, 1: (1987), "Dictionnaire des expressions et locutions" (Rey, Chantreau, 1989), 

Ya. I. "French-Russian phraseological dictionary" (1963) edited by Retsker and other 

dictionaries were used. 

Comparative analysis of evidential material, comparative analysis of statistical data was used 

for material processing. The statistical method stands out from these methods. First, all 

researchers dealing with the problem of social interaction in language strongly endorse the 

importance of this method: 

"Special attention should be paid to the use of statistics in the social studies of language, 

because the laws of speech activity and the structure of the speech structure have a 

probabilistic nature." 

"First of all, the influence of social factors on the language cannot be brought to clearly 

formed, mandatory and even facultative rules, if there are no explicitly expressed algorithms 

of behavior under these rules. Usually, language reflexes of social factors are manifested in 

the relative frequency of socially marked forms that compete with each other... In other 

words, we are not talking about rules that give a uniform yes / no answer, but rather about 

laws of probability" (Schweitzer, 1976: 54). 

Secondly, this method is of particular importance for identifying the differences in the speech 

behavior of men and women: "... in ordinary speech, these differences, more precisely, have a 

quantitative character rather than a qualitative character: in the speech of men, there are more 
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of such and such elements than in the speech of women, and less of such and such elements, 

and vice versa ". At the same time, the general rule of influence of social factors on speech 

behavior is expressed. 

In conclusion, it can be said that among the available probabilistic-quantitative and 

symptomatic methods of statistical tests, the symptomatic method was mainly used in the 

research. This method does not give exact instructions of probabilistic statistics, it only 

defines certain directions in general, however, the use of such analysis in our case allows to 

explain the phenomena more clearly. The fact is that in the symptomatic quantitative method 

the most typical and legal factors of the language are determined, not random, peripheral 

factors. 

V. G. Admoni says: "In such cases, the material for quantitative examination is obtained with 

a preliminary clear determination of its qualitative characteristics (genre, subject, general 

language and artistic style, in the plan of the author's individual style), and the obtained 

results are symptoms of the effect that these factors have on these quantities in their 

relationship. ". Thus, the use of the symptomatic method is completely justified in conducting 

surveys, analyzing interviews, etc. 

In order to confirm the validity of the results, a negative experiment was also included in this 

work, which failed to determine the influence of the gender factor on the choice of language 

options by native speakers: in one of the tasks of the structured questionnaire, the age sign of 

the informants turned out to be more significant than the gender sign.  
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